Bay Meadows Land Company is a powerful, scheming land company. They are leaving a path of destruction in our state and countless numbers of victims along the way. They are very smart, very cunning. They zeroed in on the horse racing industry because they saw large parcels of land in populated areas and an opportunity to take advantage of an industry that is struggling to fix many issues within its ranks. 
The first victim: Bay Meadows Race Track in San Mateo. They promised them a Garden of Eden. A beautiful new community with homes, stores, parks. The San Mateo City Council did not see through the smoke and mirrors.  What they have now is a pile of rubble, no tax revenue, and no power to influence what BMLC does with the site. The people of San Mateo are angry – and suggest that the elected officials who did this should be removed from office and run out of town.
The second victim: Churchill Downs Inc. and Hollywood Park. CDI purchased HP in 1999 for $140 Million. Six years later, Bay Meadows Land Company offers to buy HP for nearly double that price for $257 Million, promising to continue racing and putting their money and strong marketing efforts into the horse racing industry. Granted, they did make an effort regarding the gaming industry. But within one year of purchase, they put their money into planning and redevelopment. 
The third victim: The city of Inglewood. In the current state of our economy, building a shopping mall and new housing that BMLC estimates will take over 11 years to develop is not the right direction for the city of Inglewood to take. The good, hard-working people of your city who have stores and businesses here ask for the City’s support with the existing businesses. They identify Hollywood Park with their city. Many believe it should be designated a landmark. They know it is the only attraction for your city. If Hollywood Park goes, Inglewood will have to come up with another slogan, as there will no longer be any Champions left.
The fourth victim: California Horse Racing Industry. Hollywood Park is the lynch pin of California racing. If Hollywood Park is destroyed, owners and trainers will have few options for remaining in California and could very well move out of the state to Kentucky, New York or Florida. The horse racing industry is acutely aware of the serious issues they must address in the near future. They are quickly becoming painfully aware that if Hollywood Park Race Track is destroyed and not rightfully preserved, that it could very well mean the end of California racing as we know it.

Hollywood Park is a living, breathing community. Have any of you been to the backside? Have any of you asked the thousands of people who work there what will happen to them if the Park is destroyed – where will they go, what jobs will they find? Have any of you considered what Hollywood Park has done for your city for the last 70 years – millions of tax dollars, employment, community relations – Hollywood Park Racing Charities, Partners for Progress, Inglewood United School District just to name a few? Are you ready to abruptly end all tax revenue for an undetermined number of years? Are you willing to remove the only attraction the city has that brings people from around the world to your city? 

State officials realize how important the horse racing industry is for California – so much so that they budgeted $32 Million toward it this year. Who from your city office will contact the Governor’s office in Sacramento to inform them that you single-handedly caused the collapse of a $5 Billion/year industry for the state of California, critically jeopardized or ended 65,000 jobs statewide, demolished a site that should have been designated as a historical landmark, that by your painfully wrong decision to grant entitlements and re-zoning privileges to Bay Meadows Land Company, the City of Inglewood sold their soul to the Devil.
