My name is Tressa MacKelvie. I am asking you not to recommend certification of the FEIR and not to approve a Zone Change from Commercial and Recreation (C-R) to Hollywood Park Specific Plan (HPSP).

I have spent countless hours canvassing Inglewood neighborhoods, horse racing industry personnel, Hollywood Park employees and racing fans.  I can honestly report that the vast majority of these people do not want Hollywood Park destroyed. They do not believe that the Hollywood Park Specific Plan has Inglewood’s best interests in mind.
In my opinion and for the hundreds of people to whom I have spoken, to abruptly end all tax revenue for an undetermined number of years and to remove the only attraction that brings people from around the world to your city is a lose-lose situation for everyone. I would like to respectfully submit some alternative options that would be a win-win solution for the city, the horse racing industry, and the owner of Hollywood Park.

What could we do with this piece of land that would invigorate, support, preserve and promote Hollywood Park as a horse racing venue and bring in additional revenue to the city? Instead of residential homes and a shopping mall, envision a state-of-the-art horse racing facility. It could be THE DESTINATION for all of the western United States.

Here are some options:

1) Build an equine “Horspital” that is a state-of-the-art facility - the best of the West - care and treatment for all equine needs.  Possibly work with UC Davis and Alamo Pintado Equine Medical Center to expand their operations to Hollywood Park.
2) Tear up the parking lots on the north and build a California Horse Park similar to the Kentucky Horse Park. California desperately needs a retirement home for our thoroughbred Champions! What could be better than showcasing these legends of racing for the public to experience?

3) Compliment the California Horse Park with a California Hall of Fame Museum!

4) Retirement for our horses is of utmost importance. Utilize this area to temporarily stable these wonderful horses until new homes and careers can be found.

5) Utilize the north end of the grandstand for classrooms: an extension campus of one of our national colleges that offers a degree in Equine Business Management, a large animal Vet Tech program, a Jockey academy, and Equestrian riding academies.  Include student dormitories.
6) Invest in the barn area - for southern California weather, barns that would make any trainer drool and owners who would say, “Hollywood Park for my horses!”  Build more barns to accommodate horses for equestrian riders.
7) Could the Forum be used for indoor events such as dressage, hunting and jumping, barrel racing, etc?
8) Offer a year-round training facility for all levels of horse racing from first-time yearlings to experienced horses acquainting themselves with synthetic track surfaces.

9) Build a mall by the Casino that includes shops and restaurants - a tack shop that will draw horse people from all of California and beyond, a gift shop that has memorabilia from all California history, a Fred Stone art gallery; restaurants that offer wonderful meals and ambiance on the lines of Morton’s Steakhouse, Turner’s Montana Grill; Cajun, Mexican, and Asian cuisine establishments.

10) Offer Hollywood Park visitors the opportunity to stay at Hollywood Park. Build one or two hotels on the Casino side of the property. Invite the Marriott, Hilton, Westin, Embassy Suites, Holiday Inn, Radisson, Ramada Inn, Sheraton or boutique hotels to open on the property. The hotels could offer everything from a luxury suite hotel to long-stay options.
11) For the many, many workers who have given their entire lives supporting the horses and the racetrack, and who are now nearing their retirement and have no home to go to when their work is finally done, build a senior living housing complex.

